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Society: Book Reviews

BOOK REVIEWS
E. C., Mr. Speaker, E. C. Rowell. By Ormund Powers. (Webster,
Florida: Board of Governors of the E. C. Rowell Public Library, 1977. xiii, 190 pp. Foreword, illustrations. $5.00.)
Ormund Powers’s monograph on E. C. Rowell, former speaker
of the Florida House of Representatives, is a useful addition
to the existent literature on Florida politics. This volume focuses
upon Rowell’s political philosophy and career which spanned
the crucial period 1956-1970, when control of the state legislature
passed from the ”pork chop gang,” which included E. C. Rowell,
to the urban regions.
The early life of the Sumter County native gave little indication that he would become a powerful state political leader.
Rowell was a college drop-out who worked in life insurance
and truck brokerage before joining the Army Air Corps during
World War II. Upon his return to Sumter County with his
English bride, economic reverses contributed to Rowell becoming an alcoholic. He overcame this problem, and his candor about
it later prevented it from becoming a political liability. A reformed and successful E. C. Rowell became a candidate for the
school board in 1954. Although he lost, he was elected to the
legislature two years later, defeating an opponent backed by the
local political bosses. He was reelected in 1958 without opposition and continued to hold his house seat until 1970.
Beneath a facade of folksiness, Rowell possessed great political
acumen, was a shrewd judge of character, and was always wellinformed on bills and daily legislative developments. In 1958,
only his second biennial session, Rowell was elected chairman of
the small county delegation, the “pork choppers,” who were conservative, advocated low expenditures, and supported special
projects for their counties while ignoring the needs and desires
of the urban areas. The zenith of his career came when he served
as speaker of the house in the 1965 session which proved to be,
ironically, the last regular session dominated by the “pork choppers.”
Rowell became respected as a speaker who was effective and
[78]
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conservative but fair, and he worked closely with Governor
Haydon Burns in the 1965-1966 biennial session. He shared the
governor’s pride in their accomplishments, especially the highway expansion program, an $80,000,000 treasury surplus, and
the commitment by Walt Disney to build in central Florida.
Rowell took great personal pride in the fact that he persuaded
Allen Morris to become clerk of the House of Representatives.
Like the stereotyped “pork chopper,” he made rural Sumter
County the site of the interchange for the Sunshine State Parkway and I-75 and gave it a $6,000,000 prison, a civil defense
center, and a new twenty-two-mile road, the E. C. Rowell Highway. He also opposed many issues which were supported by
urban legislators: compulsory automobile insurance and inspection, annual legislative sessions, and collective bargaining.
After the United States Supreme Court mandated the oneman one-vote principle, Florida’s legislature met in special
sessions in 1965-1966 to reapportion itself. With Rowell presiding
over the house, small county legislators struggled to devise a
plan to keep the so-called liberal, urban counties weak. In fact,
in 1966, Rowell and the “pork choppers” helped elect Republican
Claude Kirk governor rather than vote for liberal Miami Democrat Robert King High. It was in vain because the United States
District Court enacted its own plan, ending “pork chop” domination in 1967. Dissatisfied with the “new” legislature, Rowell “retired” in 1970 to become a powerful lobbyist for the Florida
Trucking Association.
Ormund Powers has written an anecdotal chronicle rather
than a true history. The author did extensive research and conducted numerous interviews; however, his admiration of Rowell
resulted in an uncritical use of the material, making parts of
the book merely a testimonial. Another serious flaw is the lack
of any discernible, logical arrangement of the topical chapters,
and there is no index. Nevertheless, Powers does give insight
into one of the most important leaders of the “pork chop gang,”
and his volume will be useful until a more definitive study is
written.
Florida Southern College
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Always the Rivers Flow: Deliberately a Memoir. By Jesse Earle
Bowden. (Pensacola: University of West Florida Foundation,
1979. 265 pp. Preface, illustrations, cartoons, bibliographic
note. $10.95.)
Until Gloria Jahoda’s The Other Florida appeared in 1967,
writers paid little attention to the Florida Panhandle. Even
nineteenth-century travel accounts gave only short mention of
west Florida’s major settlement. The region’s rich and interesting
history was overshadowed by miles of pine trees, “Cracker” residents, and rattlesnakes which were deemed less interesting than
the palm trees, orange groves, and resorts of the East Coast and
lower peninsula. Jahoda, traveling through northern Florida
from Pensacola to the Ocala area, poked and prodded and described her newly adopted home through a series of vignettes.
Since the appearance of her book, few serious attempts have been
made to provide a sympathetic view of rural northwest Florida.
J. Earle Bowden fills this void. This son of west Florida views his
home with sympathy and understanding, its rednecks and red
clay soil, its pine trees and pure white beaches, its slow-paced
rural way of life contrasted with the expanding urban center of
Pensacola.
In Always the Rivers Flow, Bowden chronicles growing up in
a small town in west Florida in the 1930s and 1940s. The volume,
an expansion of newspaper stories and columns that he has
written since the 1950s, is not a strict chronological accounting of
happenings, but rather an impressionistic mix of reminiscences,
regional history, and physical descriptions. That he subtitles
the book, Deliberately A Memoir, emphasizes the importance
family stories and experiences play in his descriptions of this
region. Bowden adds historical data about the founding of Pensacola, the influence of Andrew Jackson’s forays into west Florida
in the early nineteenth century, and the Civil War. Although
historians will lament the lack of footnotes, Bowden includes a
list of historical references that have influenced his writing in
his bibliographical note at the end of the volume.
Always the Rivers Flow is for sampling. It is best when picked
up and read one chapter at a time, giving the reader an intimate
glimpse of some aspect of the Bowden or Rackley families and
some facet of rural west Florida life. Because he uses a story
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teller’s approach, information is occasionally repeated from one
chapter or essay to another in order to make a point or more fully
describe an event. His down-home approach to his subject is
sympathetic, but never patronizing, and shows a deep appreciation for his home in the Florida Panhandle. Bowden is cognizant
of the shortcomings of his region. While he does not dwell on
these problems, he recognizes the effects of conservatism, racial
discrimination, Ku Klux Klan activity, and hard core poverty.
As an appendix to the book, Bowden included a series of
cartoons spanning his twenty-five years in the newspaper business.
These might have been identified by year, which newspaper they
appeared in, and, when pertinent, what particular community
issue they addressed. Placing these drawings in some context
would make them more interesting to the reader unfamiliar with
west Florida.
Jesse Earle Bowden is a son of west Florida. Born and raised
in the small town of Altha in Calhoun County, he graduated from
Florida State University and has worked with Pensacola newspapers for over twenty-five years. While west Florida left its
mark on him, J. Earle Bowden has also made a lasting impression
on this area. As editor-in-chief of the Pensacola News-Journal,
his editorial views and cartoons reach a reading audience of
hundreds of thousands of people. His varied interests in the
history and physical character of west Florida led to his support
of the establishment of both the Gulf Islands National Seashore
and the Historic Pensacola Preservation Board. This book provides a sensitive tribute to the people and land that shaped his
career and his personal philosophy.
Historic Pensacola Preservation Board

LINDA V. E LLSWORTH

The Search for the Atocha. By Eugene Lyon. (New York: Harper
& Row, Publishers, 1979, 246 pp. Photographs, index. $11.95.)
Eugene Lyon documents from his firsthand experiences the
epochal struggle of treasure salvor Mel Fisher against nature,
tragedy, and bureaucracy for the elusive Spanish galleon Nuestra
Señora de Atocha. In his account of The Search for the Atocha,
Lyon relives the search, clue by clue, from the ancient
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records in Seville’s Archive of the Indies to the ocean floor off
the Florida Keys. His story unfolds in the tradition of a mystery
writer who entices your attention and keeps you interested with
the excitement of the Atocha’s discovery before weaving back
through the centuries to the 1622 shipwreck, and to the present
again.
Lyon’s involvement in the search came through a friendship
with Fisher and his wife Deo when both of their families joined
a new Methodist Church in Vero Beach where Lyon once was
city manager and history teacher at the local community college.
Upon learning Lyon was going to the Archive of the Indies,
Fisher asked him to let him know if he ran across any material
on the galleons which sank during a hurricane, September 5,
1622, off the Florida Keys.
Lyon arrived in Seville in late 1969 for his dissertation research on Pedro Menéndez de Aviles. It was while going over a
list of Cuban salvage records to learn of Menéndez’s expenses in
establishing the community of St. Augustine that Lyon discovered the lead to the Atocha’s real location. He writes: “As
my eyes ran quickly down the page, I suddenly spied the numbers
‘1622.’ The entry read: ‘Accounts of Francisco Nuñez Melián of
what he salvaged from the galleon Margarita . . . in the Keys
of Matecumbe, coast of Florida.’ It was an audit of the salvage
of the Santa Margarita!”
The audit provided the clue that the Margarita, another
galleon which sank with the Atocha, went down, not off the
present-day Matecumbes in the Upper Keys, but off the Marquesas Keys 100 miles away. Treasure divers had previously
searched along the Upper Keys for the 1622 fleet because of the
references to the Matecumbes. After finding other notations of
the Margarita’s salvage in “Cayos del Marques” and checking
early maps, Lyon deduced that the galleons had not sunk off
the Matecumbes as had been assumed. Based on this data from
Lyon, Fisher secured a search permit in the Marquesas Keys
from the state of Florida.
However, before resuming the account of the actual search,
the author recreates in a vivid chapter the first salvage attempts
of the galleons which were thwarted by the powerful hurricane
of October 5, 1622, that obliterated the Atocha's location. To
zero in on the Atocha, Fisher had to survey an area more than
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thirty miles long and nearly five miles wide in the Marquesas
and beat other divers to the shipwreck after the state began
granting additional search contracts in areas nearby.
Fisher set up headquarters for his company, Treasure Salvors,
aboard the replica galleon Golden Doubloon tied up at the docks
in Key West as a tourist attraction. He then began the search
for money to find his dream-the Atocha. He had already spent
over $250,000 in the search. By selling material from earlier
wrecks he had salvaged and with some new backers, he managed
to launch a major search for the Atocha. Divers began finding
muskets, swords, daggers, and a few coins, but it was not until
May 25, 1973, that “The Bank of Spain” was uncovered which
revealed 1,460 silver coins.
A month later, while seated on the Golden Doubloon’s deck,
Lyon capsules the significance of the stacks of coins about him:
“The coins were relics of the annual currents of trade that once
pulsed through the great Portobello fair, the port of Cartagena,
and the entreport of Havana. Here were surrogates of the hopes,
lusts, fears, and savings of private persons, the risks taken by
long-dead merchants, and the once coveted revenues of halfforgotten kings. Yes, here was death-the dissolution of men’s
hopes, the fatal decline of empire, the passing of an epoch. But the
coins also spoke of life: the culture and commerce of colonial
Spain. And we were privileged, as we sat among the heaps of
coins, to touch all this.”
Despite the doubters, evidence continued to mount that
Fisher had truly found the Atocha. Even silver bars that matched
the Atocha’s manifest were not enough-it took the discovery of
a bronze cannon by Fisher’s son, Dirk, to dispel most disbelief.
Despite the tragic loss of his son, daughter-in-law, and another
diver when their salvage tug, Northwind, flipped over at night,
Fisher persists in his quest for the “mother lode” of the Atocha’s
treasure. Lyon ends his chronicle with a chapter entitled,
“Today’s The Day,” the still-chanted slogan of Mel Fisher.
Key West, Florida
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Oviedo: Biography of a Town. By Richard Adicks and Donna
M. Neely. (Orlando: Executive Press, 1979. x, 122 pp. Illustrations, notes, sources, index. $15.00.)
There is a city called Oviedo in northern Spain which boasts
a twelfth-century cathedral containing the Cámara Santa, with
possibly the holiest of relics, as well as a bishopric from 812,
and a university dating back to 1608. You will find none of
these in our Florida town of the same name. Well, almost the
same name. Ask for “O-vee-ay-doe” as close by as Ocoee or
Osteen, and a blank stare may be your reply. But should you
find yourself really lost there, or in Enterprise or Chuluota or
Tuscawilla, the chances are that some kind soul will say: “Could
be you mean Uh-vee-da,” and point the way.
In a delightfully unselfconscious and informative volume,
Oviedo: Biography of a Town, Richard Adicks and Donna
Neely explain that the original name, “Lake Jesup community,”
was changed in 1879 by a well-read postmaster who believed that
the Spanish name of the state deserved Spanish-named villages to
go with it, or into it.
Lake Jesup is not without a history all its own. The first
white men to discover the reedy source of the St. Johns River
were John Bartram of Philadelphia, royal botanist to His Majesty King George the Third, and John’s son, William. That
was, of course, in pre-Revolutionary days: Lake Jesup had not
yet been named for the Seminole War hero. The impressionistic
Billy Bartram in particular had been entranced by the meandering river. After spending two nights on the shore of the present
Lake Jesup, the boy decided to stay on in Florida and grow a
crop of indigo. But he had not reckoned on the heat and shifting
sands, the summer torrents, and the mosquitoes the county was
named for.
Other travellers, though, came and stayed, and the travellers
became settlers. What they settled for was not all groves and
greenery, Lake Charm and tourism, and railroads. There was, for
instance, the big freeze of 1895. “Not merely the fruit-growers,
but everyone in the state, from the grocer to the land agent,
was utterly ruined. Groves, for which a week earlier two thousand
dollars an acre had been asked, now could be bought for
twenty.” Then there was the time the town burned down. “The
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wee hours of 21 January 1914 gave Oviedo residents enough excitement to fill their memories for many years. That was the
night of the big fire.”
Wars, depressions, real-estate booms and busts, moonshiners,
bank bombings, hurricanes, even the Mediterranean fruit flies
took their toll. “Through the years the theatres disappeared one
by one. The skating rink was gone too.” Does this mean that
the populace was despondent? Far from it. “On any Thursday
night at a restaurant in Oviedo, the strains of country and
western music, featuring dozens of local guitar players, banjo
pickers and fiddlers, draw a crowd of loyal listeners. In other
ways too, the sense of community stays alive. . . . In spite of a
larger population and a mobility that scatters people, there is
still a characteristic closeness that does not change.”
It is refreshing to picture, instead of a tired, gone-by Camelot,
a bright, resurgent Brigadoon. In painting this picture, the
authors must certainly be applauded, not only for their lively
presentation, but also for their perceptive choice of the subject
to begin with.
Richard Adicks, a native-born Floridian, is professor of
English at the University of Central Florida. Donna M. Neely,
with a master’s degree from Rollins, is registrar at Oviedo High
School. Both writers live in the town. And the idea that towns
deserve biographies as much as do the folk who live in them
has been proved a valid one by these two imaginative and diligent
people. To anyone concerned with Florida history, as well as
with the life and growth of rural communities in general, this
volume should have value and appeal.
The book is well documented with lists and notes, and interestingly illustrated with tintype-like photographs of the old
days: harvesting celery, 1928; the hotel where the fire started;
the railway station complete with train in 1910; a May picnic a
few years later; and perhaps the most beguiling, “An Outing,
about 1905,” portraying delightfully insouciant young people,
bemused, amused, timeless.
Inevitably in the unveiling of something private and precious,
the risk is run of spoiling-rather like the advertising and subsequent expansion of a Michelin 3-star restaurant. So while
momentarily on the subject of cuisine, however artfully introduced, let me put in a word of praise for the Mississippi Mud
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Cake while it is still the pride and glory of the Oviedo Inn. Be
sure to ask for it, that is, should you be in the environs of
Brigadoon and remember how its real name is pronounced.
Winter Park, Florida

M ARJORY B ARTLETT S ANGER

Discoverers, Explorers, Settlers; The Diligent Writers of Early
America. By Wayne Franklin. (Chicago: The University of
Chicago Press, 1979. xiii, 252 pp. Acknowledgments, prologue,
introduction, plates, conclusion, epilogue, notes, index.
$15.00.)
Franklin argues that the central “plot” of all American literature-in its broadest definition-is the writer’s attempt to use
words to subordinate the reality he has found in the new world
of North America to an ideal vision he has brought to that reality.
Discoverers do this at an elementary, if complex, level by trying
to comprehend the new reality in the forms of old languages.
Explorers and writers of promotional literature do so by overlaying human plans and landscapes on a physical world they
otherwise describe accurately. Settlers do it by trying to square
their original visions with the realities of history and geography,
and end up by reaffirming the original vision in verbal form
while transforming it into an inward search. Each affirms a departure, a journey in search of a place in which to work out
his ideal, and a need to exclude from his America, by silence
or verbal aggressions, visions and realities other than his own.
The student of Florida’s history will find an extended discussion of William Bartram’s life and Travels (1791) (pp. 5877)-which typifies the explorer’s prose-and a reproduction of
his sketch map of what is now called Paynes Prairie (Plate 9) in
Alachua County. Also of interest are Franklin’s discussion of
Cadillac’s view of the French settlement on Dauphin Island,
the reproduction of Jean Baptiste Michel le Buteaux’s drawing
of New Biloxi in 1720 (Plate 18), and the discussion of Bernard
Diron d’Artaguette’s Journal of his 1722-1723 visit to Louisiana
(all examples of the settler’s prose).
Itself a work rich in literary images and devices, this book
belongs to a genre which seeks to understand the nature of the
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“American” experience. Indeed, it is partially inspired by Henry
David Thoreau’s Walden, one of the first such works. At the
same time, it is a critique of the texts studied, a form of internal
criticism which historians might read with profit for its reminders of how language and form, as well as literal content, also
convey information. Indeed, the form of the book follows this
line in the author’s argument. The reader is first confronted with
a wilderness of new terms and images only barely mastered by
Franklin’s prose. But this state of affairs-typical of the position
of the discoverer-soon gives way to a more ordered scheme-like
the explorer’s prose-which in turn gives way to self-conscious,
if often implicit, doubt even as the scheme is affirmed and pushed
to the conclusion. This last stance is that of the settler. Thus the
reader experiences, as well as analyzes, the stages in which the
“diligent writers” created “early America” in their prose (the
subtitle is a play on words).
In short, like its subjects, this book is an attempt to impose
a verbal order on the “wilderness of books” and other writings
produced during the first two centuries of Anglo-French presence
in North America. And like its subjects, the book succeeds in
that purpose by a selective use of evidence. For example,
Bartram’s writings are so selectively used that the reader does not
get a complete overview of his work. René Laudonnière’s account
is omitted, as are all Spanish writers except Columbus and Cortes.
Discoverers, Explorers, and Settlers is good literature as well
as a thought-provoking look at familiar (and some not so familiar)
writers. It is best read when one has ample time to work through
the long chapters without interruption. Plates, which illustrate
points made in the text, end-notes, and an index, but no bibliography, constitute the scholarly apparatus.
Louisiana State University

P AUL E. H OFFMAN

Lachlan McIntosh and the Politics of Revolutionary Georgia.
By Harvey H. Jackson. (Athens: University of Georgia Press,
1979. xi, 209 pp. Preface, notes, bibliography, index. $16.00.)
Controversy seemed to swirl around Lachlan McIntosh like
leaves in a high wind during the years of the American Revolu-
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tion. Twice in his native Georgia and again in Pennsylvania,
McIntosh found himself in the center of political imbroglios
which challenged his military commands. Ironically, McIntosh
had been elected to his first command by the Provincial Congress
of Georgia precisely because he was an acceptable compromise
between the candidates of the contending Whig elites centered
in the lowcountry parishes of St. John’s and St. Philip’s. As a
politically inactive planter from the Scots settlement at Darien,
McIntosh was aligned with neither the “radicals” of St. John’s
nor the “conservatives” of St. Philip’s, though he was more comfortable with the latter.
Within fifteen months after his election as colonel of the
Georgia Continental battalion, McIntosh found himself under
attack from Button Gwinnett and the radicals. Riled by
Gwinnett’s tactics, McIntosh called him “a scoundrel & lying
rascal.” Gwinnett answered with a challenge and the two men
ended their duel on the following day by wounding each other
in the leg. Gwinnett’s wound was poorly tended, and he died of
“mortification” on May 19, 1777. When the radicals tried to
relieve McIntosh of command, he refused to recognize the legislature’s authority. The stalemate ended when Congress ordered
McIntosh to join Washington at Valley Forge as commanding
officer of the North Carolina brigade.
With spring 1778 came a new command, the Western Department headquartered at Fort Pitt, and orders to mount an
expedition against the British center of western operations at
Fort Detroit. Late summer brought new orders to abandon the
expedition and to defend the frontier Pennsylvanians from
Indian attack. In carrying out his orders, McIntosh antagonized
almost everyone in sight. His impressment of supplies angered
the locals; his treaty of alliance with the Delawares ran counter
to George Morgan’s policy of neutralizing the Indians; his
seeming preference for a subordinate officer from Virginia angered
another from Pennsylvania; his entreaties for aid rankled the
Pennsylvania authorities; and his establishment of two defensive
forts (McIntosh and Laurens) beyond the Ohio River brought
grumbles from his men. McIntosh side-stepped the mounting
criticism in the spring of 1779 by resigning his command in order
to return to Georgia. He had learned that his family was among
those captured when the British took Savannah.
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Initially welcomed by the Whig government in Augusta,
McIntosh again was to be caught in a factional cross-fire. He
would be suspended from command, taken prisoner in the fall
of Charleston, only to be later exonerated by both the Georgia
legislature and the Continental Congress. His post-war years were
to be spent trying, in his somewhat inept way, to recoup his
fortunes. At his death in 1806, Lachlan McIntosh was as land
poor as ever.
Jackson tells the McIntosh story with polish and manages to
disentangle the threads of Whig politics without losing sight of
his subject. Given the intricacies of those politics, his achievement
is no mean feat. In his determination to maintain his focus,
Jackson is often forced to summarize briefly some of those currents
in which McIntosh is minimally involved. While this is quite
proper in a biography, one can only hope that Jackson will
address those currents in the years to come. We need to know
more about the Whigs versus Tories; the impact which factionalism had on society as a whole; the shifts in political alignments
in the post-war years; and the changes wrought in society by the
Revolution itself.
University of South Carolina

D AVID R. C HESNUTT

The American Revolution: Changing Perspectives. Edited by
William M. Fowler, Jr., and Wallace Coyle. (Boston: Northeastern University Press, 1979. xiv, 231 pp. Foreword, notes.
$16.95.)
This curious collection of essays inspired by the Bicentennial
of the American Revolution is a pleasant surprise that has something to suit the taste of almost all historical palates. To a core
of lectures delivered at a symposium sponsored by Northeastern
University, the editors added thoughtful essays by several distinguished scholars to flesh out the volume, and the product is a
successful mix that stimulates interest in several aspects of early
American development meriting reexamination.
Historians, it may be said, generally engage in two
enterprises: learning what happened in the past, and interpreting
the meaning of the past for the present generation. Most of the
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essays in this volume are addressed to the latter purpose, and one
of them-by Piers Mackesy, who writes that the war for independence must be reexamined in light of American’s experiences in Korea and Vietnam-does so self-consciously and explicitly. In tone they range from the conversational style of “The
Redcoat Revived” by Mackesy to Elizabeth McCaughey’s dissertation chapter on “William Samuel Johnson, the Loyal Whig.”
The opening study on “Politicizing the Politically Inert” by
Linda Grant De Pauw is particularly successful as an interpretive
piece, not so much in adding to what is known about the 1770s,
as in improving our understanding of rather well-known events.
Building upon Elmo Roper’s model of how public opinion is disseminated, she reinterprets how leaders of resistance to Britain
politicized a people heretofore essentially inert. In so doing a
more credible picture of active patriots and loyalists, and the
great majority between the poles represented by the activists,
gradually emerges.
In a brief survey of the place of Indians and blacks in the
Revolution, Gary Nash similarly notes that for many Americans
the 1770s’crisis of empire was not so much a constitutional impasse as an occasion for subject groups to win greater control over
their destiny. Using the careers of Alexander McGillivray,
Thomas Peters, and Thayendanegea (Joseph Brant) to illustrate
his point, Nash reminds us that the Revolution’s goals are not to
be understood simply in terms of the rhetoric of a Patrick Henry
or Samuel Adams, whose views are frequently accepted as the
Revolution’s purest expression.
Carol Berkin’s essay on “Historians and the Women of the
American Revolution,” which at first glance appears to treat another neglected group, actually falls into yet another class of
history, for it is an historiographical study that fits uneasily in
this volume. Instead of explaining how women experienced and
shaped the Revolution, it merely surveys the “literature” of the
field and introduces the work of scholars who have recently
focused on women’s history to provide new insights into the
revolutionary era. The volume also attempts to show how “demographic factors played an important role in the era of the
American Revolution,” but most readers will be disappointed
with the effort. Although providing fast-paced reviews of recent
historical work on population and urbanization during the

Published by STARS, 1980

13

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 59 [1980], No. 1, Art. 8
B OOK R EVIEWS

91

eighteenth century, Robert Wells (“Population and the American
Revolution”) and Stanley Schultz (“The Growth of Urban
America in War and Peace, 1740-1810”) do not get far beyond
restating the obvious, largely because their discipline is not well
adapted to the symposium format and their quantitative approach
requires greater space than could be allotted in this publication.
The military dimension of the Revolution is better served,
however, both because a substantial literature on the subject
has long been available and the historians selected to discuss the
subject have spent years reflecting on the War for Independence.
Don Higginbotham (“The Debate Over National Military Institutions. . ., 1775-1815”) argues persuasively that the Revolutionists’ perceptions of the war experience was a catalyst for ultimately “republicanizing the Federalist structure” created after
1789. And Piers Mackesy brilliantly restates the argument that
Britain began peace negotiations in 1782, not because the war
was hopeless but because Parliament lost its nerve, much as the
American presence in southeast Asia ended in 1975. The argument would make Lord George Germain proud, but it will
make few converts, especially since one learns in the next essay
(P. J. Marshall’s “The British Empire in the Age of the American
Revolution: Problems in Interpretation”) that “by 1782 British
ministers were forced to recognize that America could not be subdued.” That the contributors occasionally disagree only heightens
the readers’ delight and underscores the value of reexamining
“Changing Perspectives” periodically.
The function of the last essay is to provide a balanced assessment of George III, and for the purpose a conversation between
Prince Charles and Alistair Cooke on “A Much Maligned Monarch” is printed. The views of the two celebrities will interest
some readers, but serious students should read J. H. Plumb’s
recent Society of the Cincinnati lecture - New Light on the Tyrant
George III.
The Library of Congress
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The Papers of John C. Calhoun: Volume XII, 1833-1835. Edited
by Clyde N. Wilson. (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1979. xliv, 618 pp. Preface, introduction, symbols,
bibliography, index. $27.50.)
This twelfth volume of the papers of John C. Calhoun covers
a critical portion of American history and a transitional period
in the life of that great political theorist-years which embraced
the nullification crisis in South Carolina, his isolation from both
the Democratic and Whig parties, his first three years as a United
States Senator, and his emergence as philosophical leader of the
forces of particularism and opposition to emergent national
democracy.
A broader definition of “papers” has been used than that employed in many earlier volumes. In this one, it includes not only
letters sent and received by Calhoun, but other documents which
he produced (bills, resolutions, reports) and “speeches and remarks of which record has survived.” The editor maintains that,
within the definition used, all the documents that have been
discovered have been included. The introduction provides a discussion of “the nature and sources of Calhoun’s Senate speeches,”
consideration of the difficulties of reporting speeches in the early
nineteenth century, and analysis of some of the main themes of
the documents.
The papers are separated into six chronological sections, each
of which has an introduction usually of several pages which
sketches the history of the months covered with emphasis on
Calhoun’s role. Florida history researchers will find even less in
the volume than they did in the previous one. Though there are
577 pages of documents, the thirty-four pages of double-columned
index cite only three references to Florida. In each case the
material indexed is of little historical importance. There are no
entries to any Floridian of any consequence or to any place
name in Florida except Pensacola, and the page cited under
that entry is one of the three also cited under Florida.
The quality of the general introduction does not measure up
to that in the previous volume. In the use of such terms as
“finest hour,” “height of his intellectual powers,” “memorable
diagnoses, ” “independent, virtuous public man,” “exemplary independence,” and “great Carolinian,” the editor reveals himself
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as an admiring Calhoun disciple. (It has been the fate of most
Calhoun scholars to become either disciples or detractors of the
“great Carolinian.“) One misses the fruitful insights and balanced
judgements of the prior volumes. Yet, one can disagree with the
editor that Calhoun’s alienation from both political parties was
“exemplary independence,” that his turning of his intellectual
powers to the services of provincialism was his “finest hour,” or
that his diagnoses of the “disorders of Jacksonian America”
offered fundamental remedies-and still admire the hard work and
dedication that went into the production of this twelfth memorable volume.
University of Florida

HERBERT J. DOHERTY, JR.

The Confederate Nation, 1861-1865. By Emory M. Thomas. (New
York: Harper & Row, 1979. xvi, 384 pp. Editors’introduction,
preface, notes, maps, illustrations, appendix, bibliography,
index. $15.00.)
A new history of the Confederacy needs “not so much new
information, as new and fresh ideas.” Such was the advice that
New American Nation Series editor Henry Steele Commager
gave to author Emory M. Thomas. While not eschewing “new
information,” Thomas has chosen to concentrate on “new and
fresh ideas,” and to present them in a “narrative interpretation”
(p. xv).
The interpretation is essentially the same as the one that
Thomas presented in an earlier work, The Confederacy as a
Revolutionary Experience (1971). According to this view, the
war transformed the southern people, their institutions, and the
Confederate cause itself. If the Confederacy had survived, it
would have been fundamentally different from the Old South.
Slavery would have been seriously weakened, if not destroyed.
State-rights feelings would have given way to southern nationalism. Agrarian ways would have yielded considerably to the inroads of industrialism. And women would have undergone a remarkable change in status and role. During the war “Confederate women climbed down from their romantic pedestals,” and
the “antebellum ideal” of woman as an object of “courtly love”
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lost its hold. “Perhaps the model Confederate female was a
red-eyed nurse with unkempt hair” (pp. 226, 228).
The organization of the book is sufficiently chronological that
the reader does get some sense of narrative, of the succession of
events through time. Events, moreover, are often related to
personalities. For instance, the book begins with Edmund Ruffin
and his reaction to John Brown’s raid; it ends with Ruffin’s suicide
after the Confederate defeat. Campaigns and battles receive brief
but, considering the scope of the work, adequate attention. The
focus is frequently on the capital, which is the subject of another of Thomas’s books, The Confederate State of Richmond
(1971).
Writers on the Confederacy or on Jefferson Davis have evaded
or obfuscated the question of Fort Sumter and the outbreak of
the war. Thomas is no exception. He does justice to neither
Davis’s nor Lincoln’s Sumter policy. He fails to show that the
Confederate Congress and president held to the fixed purpose
of acquiring Sumter and other forts by negotiation if possible
and by force if necessary. So, once negotiation had proved hopeless, the Confederates could have been expected to attack Sumter
whether Lincoln ever dispatched a relief expedition or not.
Thomas misunderstands the nature of the expedition that
Lincoln did dispatch. He says Lincoln’s messenger told the
South Carolina governor that “Lincoln planned to send provisions to Fort Sumter but would not send more troops or arms”
(p. 91). Actually, Lincoln’s message and his policy were more
complicated than that. He said he would not attempt to run in
arms and men unless the provisioning were resisted.
In pressing the thesis of a Confederate “revolution”-political,
economic, social, cultural-Thomas gets into exaggeration and
even error. He suggests that, in some respects, the Confederate
government went further than the Union in the exercise of
centralized power. He says, for example, the Confederate income
tax of 1863 “anticipated the United States federal income tax by
fifty years” (p. 198). It did no such thing, of course, since the
Union also resorted to a wartime income tax, which remained in
effect from 1863 to 1872.
Thomas offers little or no evidence for some of the changes
that he considers revolutionary. He only speculates, and does so
quite unconvincingly, when he intimates that in the midst of
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the war the bedraggled nurse may have replaced the southern
lady in the region’s mythology. Even in cases where the changes
are obvious, one may doubt whether they were far-reaching or
long-lasting enough to constitute a revolution or even a “transformation.” If they had been, then surely the post-war South
would have been more fundamentally different from the pre-war
South than it was.
University of North Carolina, Greensboro

RICHARD N. CURRENT

Antislavery Reconsidered: New Perspectives on the Abolitionists.
Edited by Lewis Perry and Michael Fellman. (Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 1979, xvi, 348 pp. Introduction, notes, index. $20.00.)
This volume is a collection of fourteen essays, all but one
unpublished before, revealing a “new tendency in antislavery
studies to turn to abolitionists as a means of widening our understanding of the society in which they lived” (p. xiv). The claim
of novelty may be disputed in light of David Davis’s two volumes
on “the problem of slavery,” but still this is a work to be welcomed and read by every historian interested in nineteenthcentury America. The authors of these essays expand their visions
beyond the intramural quarreling of the abolitionist movement.
They are not often concerned about demonstrating the relevance
of the antislavery crusade to modern social change. Theirs is an
effort to break away from these predominant trends in writing
about this subject. The editors hope that as a result of this
scholarship “Abolitionism may . . . become, for the first time an
historical subject, a movement whose appeal derives not from its
resemblance . . . to modern movements but from what it indicates about fundamental conflict in a different historical era”
(p. xv).
Such a wide-ranging enterprise requires many visions on the
past, many approaches to understanding and most are employed
here. After a stimulating opening essay by Ronald Walters exploring the chronological boundaries of abolition, Alan Kraut
studies quantitatively the Liberty Party membership in New York,
focusing on Smithfield; James Stewart discusses the relationship
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between Wendell Phillips’s psyche and his society; William
Weicek examines the legal issues provoked by fugitive slave laws;
C. Duncan Rice and Douglas Riach provide comparisons from
Scotland and Ireland’s antislavery efforts; Ellen DuBois and
Blanche Hersh discuss connections between nineteenth-century
feminism and abolitionism; Jonathan Glickstein explores the
similarities and differences between criticisms of slavery and of
the competitive northern labor market; Donald Scott and Carol
George discuss relationships between the antislavery movement
and nineteenth-century religious thought as well as black church
aspirations. More traditional approaches are included as well in
Leonard Richards’s suggestion that Jacksonian Democrats built
their party on protecting slavery; in Michael Fellman’s description of the rhetoric of pro and antislavery spokesmen in pre-war
Kansas; and in Bertram Wyatt-Brown’s analysis of the shared
class concepts of pro and antislavery intellectuals.
The pervading insight which emerges from these essays is that
critics and defenders of slavery perceived society as disorderly,
dangerously selfish, and both sought the salvation in a vision of
society structured like a family, founded on mutual respect and
caring. Each adversary blamed the other for the disruption. Defenders of slavery insisted that abolitionists destroyed respect
for law and undermined the social order. The antislavery
message was that slavery epitomized, and helped foster, the sins
of the age in the opportunities it provided for lust and avarice.
Yet interestingly enough, one finds that support for antislavery
efforts came both from people who benefited from the social
changes that the mid-nineteenth century brought, and those who
suffered.
Such intriguing interrelationships are not explored by the
editors or by the authors. In a collection such as this, standing at
the beginning of a historical interpretation, it may be too early
for such efforts. What is most appropriate is the revealing of
possibilities, the demonstration of insights, and the providing of
an agenda for further thought. Historians should be grateful
that this volume has performed these functions so well.
University of Kansas
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John Taylor Wood, Sea Ghost of the Confederacy. By Royce
Gordon Shingleton. (Athens: University of Georgia Press,
1979. xiv, 242 pp. Preface, illustrations, maps, appendix,
bibliographic note, index. $15.00.)
With the exception of the submarine, there was no facet of
the Confederate Navy’s combat operations that John Taylor
Wood did not participate in: the battle of ironclads, manning
shore batteries, commerce raiding, boarding parties, and amphibious assaults. Early in the war he was in charge of the after
pivot rifle aboard the CSS Virginia (the former USS Merrimac)
during its famed battle with the USS Monitor. After the Virginia
was scuttled, Wood and her crew manned the shore batteries at
Drewry’s Bluff on the James River to defend Richmond from
the Federal Navy’s attack. Towards the end of the war he was
captain of the swift commerce destroyer CSS Tallahassee, and the
former twin-screwed blockade runner Atlanta, on her first wartime cruise. Between these two duties, Wood’s most spectacular
exploits occured as he led sailors on small boat cutting-out expeditions in the Chesapeake Bay and in the North Carolina
waters around New Bern. While these commando-like raids had
little effect upon the outcome of the war, they did provide the
South with some high moments of pride during its unequal
struggle with the northern navy.
In addition to his naval duties, Wood, a nephew of President
Jefferson Davis, served on the presidential staff. The last onethird of the book recounts his experiences as he traveled south
with Davis after the fall of Richmond. John Taylor Wood was
captured with the president, but he managed to escape by bribing
one of the Union soldiers. Thereafter, he headed for Madison,
Florida, where he entered a Confederate underground escape
system, receiving aid from such notable Floridians as General
Joseph J. Finegan, Captain J. J. Dickison, and Senator David L.
Yulee. Wood’s exploits from Madison to the Indian River, then
down the coast by boat, and eventually to Cuba, are as adventurous as any fiction story.
Author Shingleton claimed that Wood was significant in three
areas of the Confederate Navy’s history: his “voice grew increasingly powerful” as the war progressed, he was instrumental in
having the navy “establish merit over seniority” for officer pro-
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motion, and through his recommendations the defenses of Wilmington, North Carolina, were strengthened allowing the port
to remain open for blockade runners, thereby lengthening the
war. As to the first claim, the only proof offered is an anonymous
quotation that Wood was “one of the most influential officers in
the Confederate navy.” The second assertion rests upon a quote
from Wood that the navy “must be doing something.” This is
followed by the factual enumeration of several major command
changes within the navy, but at no time does Shingleton connect
these changes specifically to Wood. The third contention is as
briefly and flimsily developed as the first two statements; that is,
Wood suggested that heavier guns be assigned to Fort Fisher; the
larger caliber weapons were installed; therefore, the Union did
not take Wilmington until January 1865. Several other naval
historians have provided more detailed analyses of the Federal’s
failure to take Wilmington without crediting Wood, so it would
behove Shingleton to develop his case more fully, if he has one.
In sum, the author’s parochial research, as displayed in his narrative and bibliographic note, precluded developing any broad
theses for this work for most of the sources came from Wood’s
papers. Undoubtedly the author’s heavy reliance upon these
papers was the reason for his misspelling of Florida’s Captain J. J.
Dickison’s name to Diskinson.
Fortunately for the reader, the author’s attempt to create
a profound historical significance for Wood is brief, and it does
not disturb the narrative of the exciting exploits of this unusual
man. It is apparent that Shingleton’s true reason for writing
this book was to tell about an exceptional naval officer, and he
has succeeded. The book is enhanced by clear and appropriate
maps and some excellent sketches. John Taylor Wood: Sea Ghost
of the Confederacy is recommended reading for anyone interested
in a salty yarn of the Confederate navy.
Jacksonville University
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Been in the Storm So Long: The Aftermath of Slavery. By
Leon F. Litwack. (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1979.
xvi, 651 pp. Preface, acknowledgments, notes, selected bibliography and manuscript sources, index. $20.00.)
This fine book is a study of the ending of slavery in the
American South during the 1860s. It commences with the Civil
War and continues through emancipation, Confederate defeat,
and the beginnings of congressional reconstruction. In 1860, Litwack argues, southern whites and blacks maintained a traditional
slave-master relationship which stressed mutual dependency. With
the turmoil of war this relationship changed. The illusions of
the old system were dissolved, the tensions that had always
characterized slavery were revealed more starkly, and Southerners
of both races struggled to comprehend the revolutionary upheaval within their society. In examining these changes, Litwack
focuses on three broad areas: the interaction between southern
blacks and Northerners, the interaction between southern blacks
and southern whites, and the reactions of blacks themselves to
their new freedom.
In dealing with the exchanges between the freedmen and
Northerners, Litwack first notes that black troops (both native
Northerners and former slaves) in the Union Army offered positive new role models to the former slaves. The average white
Union soldier, in contrast, was often only a reluctant liberator.
Contacts between individual freedmen and those troops, Litwack
believes, were often among the “more tragic chapters in the
history of this generally brutalizing and demoralizing war”
(p. 128). The author is also often critical-perhaps somewhat
overly so-of the Freedmen’s Bureau, arguing that its agents were
often more interested in promoting agricultural stability than in
protecting the legitimate interests of the former slaves. He is
more generous, though, in his assessment of the “several thousand”
northern teachers and ministers who descended upon Dixie
during and after the war. Here, he enumerates the positive contributions of these “nineteenth-century Calvinists” who wished
to redeem the South, but he also argues that these men and
women often did little to reduce black dependency on whites.
In turning to blacks and southern whites, Litwack shows well
how both groups tried to shape new understandings at a time
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when old loyalties and mutual dependencies were becoming “increasingly irrelevant.” His judgments of the master class here
are harsh and perhaps too inclusive at times. Southern whites,
he concludes, felt little guilt and showed little humanitarianism
while slavery was dying. Their racial attitudes were reflected in
the “Black Codes” of 1865-1866 and in the post-war sharecropping
agreements they negotiated with individual freedmen. The latter,
in particular, were designed to maintain as much of the old order
as possible and often required the former slaves to promise “perfect obedience” and “prompt and faithful” service. To justify
their efforts at preserving antebellum conditions, planters often
used arguments strikingly similar to those they had voiced in
their earlier defense of slavery. Specifically, they argued that
shiftless blacks could not survive as freedmen; they would actually die without close white supervision and control of their
labor. Blacks obviously did not agree with this judgment. Consequently, from 1865 on, fears of “insurrection” troubled whites
annually during their negotiations of new labor contracts with
former slaves.
Within their own community, Litwack notes, emanicipation
forced the freedmen to begin the arduous task of defining the
boundaries of their new freedom. The psychological results of
this search were somewhat comparable to those of colonial
peoples who gained their independence from western powers
during the latter twentieth century. Freedom enlarged the former
slaves’sense of the attainable and encouraged an “assertiveness”
which had been impossible under slavery. In some respects, the
freedmen were remarkably successful in defining the boundaries
of their new status. This was especially true in regard to their
family life. Husbands and wives were married, independent households were established, and relatives divided by sale or war were
reunited. In other areas-such as those in the economic realmthey were less successful, partly because black political leaders
often espoused middle-class values and did not move effectively
toward confiscation to satisfy the land hunger of the masses. As a
result, sharecropping, which initially offered some promise for
economic independence, made most blacks impoverished agrarians. Emancipation therefore offered a positive new self image
to the freedmen, but it opened only limited opportunities for
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their economic betterment. This position is argued effectively,
although the question of whether the freedmen possessed the
capital needed to farm even confiscated land effectively remains
unanswered.
In telling so well of the aftermath of slavery, Litwack has
examined a truly impressive number of sources-including the
diaries of planters, black newspapers, church newspapers (such
as The Christian Recorder), and especially interviews done with
over 2,000 former slaves by members of the Federal Writers’
Project during the 1930s. All of these sources are used with
great skill in weaving a narrative of how individual southern
blacks first perceived their freedom and what that perception
came to mean to them. The result is a contribution of major
importance to the historiography of slavery and race relations
in the nineteenth-century South.
Washington State University

R ICHARD L. H UME

Slave Population and Economy in Jamaica, 1807-1834. By B. W.
Higman. (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1977. vii,
327 pp. Preface, conventions, abbreviations and symbols, illustrations, tables, notes, appendixes, index. $32.50.)
This study is the first to make extensive use of the British
Slave Registration and Compensation Records, and even a cursory
glance at the volume (which reveals some forty-one figures and
seventy tables) will inspire awe at the amount of energy and labor
Professor Higman has invested in analyzing them.
The aim of the work (an expansion of Higman’s Ph.D.
dissertation) is “to show that, in the period 1807-1834 demographic change had a significant impact on [Jamaica’s slave]
economy” (p. v). The dates, of course, mark the end of the slave
trade, on the one hand, and the end of slavery, on the other. Yet
the overwhelming bulk of Higman’s data pertain only to the
period after 1817, for the very good reason that Jamaica’s slaves
were first registered in that year. Thus while there is little
question that Higman does demonstrate the impact of the demographic change in Jamaica’s slave population on the economy as
a whole, he actually does so only for the 1817-1834 period.
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Among the author’s findings is that Jamaican slaves, unlike
those of Barbados, were not able to manage a natural increase
prior to slavery’s abolition. Rather the expectable abnormal agesex structure which characterized the slave population at the close
of the slave trade contributed to an actual increase in slave
mortality (especially male) for the years 1817-1834. Nor was that
age-sex structure conducive to high levels of natality, particularly
in light of Higman’s demonstration that African females were
not as fertile as their Creole sisters.
Thus Higman argues that the slave population did decline
during the years in question, and the very fact of the decline, he
feels, stimulated rising expectations of status among the bondsmen. These expectations in turn precipitated the 1831 slave rebellion on the island-a rebellion which “strengthened the hand
of the humanitarians and their supporters” in the campaign to
abolish slavery.
The study is demographic, and at times perhaps too technical
for the general reader. Yet it is also a virtual mine of information
on such matters as the distribution of Jamaica’s slave labor force,
its organization and productivity, and slave living conditions and
life styles.
A book of this nature is bound to attract methodological
criticism as do most, if not all, quantitative studies these days,
and certainly one could quarrel with Higman over such matters
as the confidence he places in the completeness and reliability of
his data, the sometimes skimpy samples used to support generalizations, and his occasional tendency to demonstrate elaborately the
obvious. Yet, on the whole, Higman is cautious and judicious;
his study is painstakingly researched and certainly an important
contribution to the historiography of slavery in the hemisphere.
Finally, it must serve as a crucial starting point for future
studies of slavery in Jamaica.
Bowling Green State University
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The Booker T. Washington Papers, Volume 8; 1904-1906. Edited
by Louis R. Harlan, Raymond W. Smock, and Geraldine
McTigue. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1979. xxx,
625 pp. Introduction, errata, symbols and abbreviations, illustrations, bibliography, index. $20.00.)
The years 1904-1906 were seminal ones in the life of Booker
T. Washington. He had achieved national status as a leader and
spokesman for Negro causes in the United States. His influence
was spread far and wide. His letters and papers reflect the depth
of the early twentieth-century drive to gain for the race full and
dignified freedom of the ballot, of speech, and social justice. In
the background was the ogre of lynching and other forms of retaliation. Too, the southern press at all levels of editorial responsibility was ready to pounce on any forward act of Booker
T. Washington, and to blow it up out of all sensible proportions.
Several centralized personalities and issues stand out in this
fermentative Rooseveltian age. Among the personalities were
W. E. B. DuBois and Monroe Trotter. Both appear in the correspondence as mischief-makers. DuBois was the far cleverer man
and exhibited great capacity to generate trouble in the black
movements, and there are frequent references in the papers to
this fact. Trotter, editor of the Boston Guardian, seems to have
been an outright scoundrel. In his paper he controlled an instrument of racial opinion which had a marked potential for undoing the movements and causes for which Washington labored.
The Niagara Movement promoted by Dubois and Trotter was
more radical and divisive than Booker T. Washington was
willing to countenance. He wrote Timothy Thomas Fortune,
February 21, 1906, “DuBois in his new role of an agitator is fast
making a fool of himself through his little paper. When he stuck
to business or scientific investigation he was a success, but is
going to prove a failure as an agitator following in the wake of a
crazy man like Trotter.” Washington may even have viewed the
inception of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People in the same light.
The Tuskegee Institute president had ready access to President Roosevelt, and no doubt had considerable bearing upon distribution of patronage and the making of political decisions as
they related to the Negro and the South. With equal ease he had
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access to important financial, editorial, educational, and philanthropical figures. One often wonders in the reading of these
letters, however, how much they rest on fact and how much on a
sense of self-importance?
No Southerner was in a more difficult situation in the light
of public opinion than Booker T. Washington. Any move, however trivial, from the norm of southern patterns of racial behavior landed him in hot water. This was best illustrated by the
incident of his dining with John Wannamaker and his family in
Saratoga, New York, in August 1905. The paranoia of southern
editors, and especially those of the Atlanta Constitution and the
Montgomery Advertiser, now seem incomprehensible. Washington’s response to the press furor provoked an interesting scolding from Francis J. Garrison for his rationalization.
There emerges in this volume a profile of a man and an
age in an era of grave social and political uncertainties. Inevitably Booker T. Washington was sucked into the maelstrom
of intrigue, criticism, and angry responses among the national
Negro leadership. This made heavy demands on his physical and
emotional stamina, and necessitated constant awareness of the
existence of snares of racial prejudices and political sensitivities.
No previous volume of this series reveals more forcefully the
tensions, divisive forces, and pitfalls of power than does this one.
It has become almost trite to commend the craftsmanship of
selection, identification, and general editing of these papers.
Lexington, Kentucky

T HOMAS D. C LARK

Slavery Remembered: A Record of Twentieth-Century Slave
Narratives. By Paul D. Escott. (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 1979. xv, 221 pp. Preface, introduction,
illustrations, tables, afterword, appendices, notes, bibliography,
index. $12.50, cloth; $7.00, paper.)
Convinced that “slave narratives offer the best evidence
we will ever have on the feelings and attitudes of America’s
slaves” (p. 18), Paul D. Escott has written a study based on the
nineteen volumes of interviews conducted under the auspices of
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the Federal Writers’Project during the 1930s and published under
the editorship of George P. Rawick in 1972. Escott’s work differs
from that of most previous scholars who have used the FWP
narratives, in that it relies solely on these interviews. Although he
occasionally cites other sources, Escott has made no effort to
study systematically either the vast primary or secondary literature on slavery. Instead, he attempts to describe the slave experience as the slaves saw it, based on these narratives alone.
Despite this unusual approach, Escott’s conclusions are less
novel than he thinks. “I believe,” he writes, “that the narratives
give us a picture of slavery different from what we have had
before” (p. xiv). He then proceeds to offer up a description of
slavery similar in most respects to those developed by a series of
recent historians. Slaves lived, by and large, in a world separate
from that of their owners, where they were able to develop their
own culture and lead their own lives. The ultimate message of
the slave narratives, Escott tells us, is “that masters did not control
the minds of their bondsmen” (p. 179).
This book is therefore less significant for its overall theme
than for its particular methodology, one that produces results
of great utility but also creates serious analytical problems. The
most notable virtue of Slavery Remembered is the author’s use of
simple quantification to reveal predominant trends of thought
and behavior among the ex-slaves. Whereas previous historians
have noted that the slave narratives contain a multitude of contradictory sentiments, and thus can be used to support virtually
any interpretation of slavery, Escott provides us for the first time
with statistical summaries of a host of issues touched on in the
narratives. Thus, we learn that of 1,448 slaves who commented
on the character of their male owners, 68.9 per cent expressed
either “favorable” or “very favorable” attitudes, while of 110
ex-slaves who spoke of their female owners, 66.4 per cent made
“favorable” or “very favorable” remarks. Similarly, we learn, in
an especially interesting chapter on slave resistance, that of 826
ex-slaves who told of their own resistance, 41.2 per cent ran away,
20.3 per cent hid in the woods, 15.5 per cent stole, and 16 per
cent engaged in some form of violence against whites. (The remainder engaged in other, less frequent forms of resistance.) On
these and numerous other subjects, Escott provides us with
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concrete statistical information to replace typically vague traditional statements that while some slaves did this, others did that.
The books most serious defect stems from its author’s underestimation of the problems connected with the use of slave narratives. Although he discusses several of these-such as the age of
the interviewees and the race of the interviewers-in his introduction, he ignores the most serious problem, which inheres in their
autobiographical nature. Because human memory is often faulty
and self-serving, all autobiographies, especially those completed
long after the events they describe, must be approached skeptically, and must be used in conjunction with other kinds of
evidence dating from the period in question. Lacking this skeptical approach, Escott shows insufficient subtlety in his analysis of
the narratives. He tends too often, for example, to accept the
statements of ex-slaves at face value rather than subjecting them
to normal analytical scrutiny. Thus, he uses assertions of blacks
that family ties were strong under slavery to prove that they
were indeed strong. Surely, however, we can see in statements
such as “dey stuck lots closer den” (p. 48), the common practice
of old-timers bemoaning the behavior of the current generation
rather than any particular evidence concerning the nature of the
slave family. Similarly, Escott frequently confuses the attitudes
of slaves and ex-slaves, assuming that statements of the latter
always reflected views of the former. The freedmen had a terrible
time with Federal troops in 1865, he tells us: “In state after state
the former slaves told the same saddening story about their encounters with Union solders. When the Yankees arrived they
brought theft, destruction, and even mistreatment of the slaves
with them” (p. 123). But surely this tells us more about southern
attitudes in the 1930s than it does about the freedmen’s feelings
in 1865. Of course, Union troops sometimes stole and mistreated
blacks, but one cannot rely on interviews conducted in the 1930s
to reveal how most blacks felt in 1865, because these interviews
were shaped in part by events occuring between 1865 and the
1930s.
Despite these problems, Slavery Remembered will serve as a
very useful book to students of slavery. It does not contain a
radically new interpretation, but it does provide valuable statistical tabulations of opinions expressed by the ex-slaves on a
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myriad of topics. In the future, historians will be freed from
having to try to establish whether a given viewpoint represented
the position of a few, some, many, or most of the ex-slaves interviewed during the 1930s. Relying on Escott’s calculations, they
will be able to use the slave narratives the way they are used
best: as illustrations of themes suggested in other sources.
University of New Mexico

PETER KOLCHIN

Pebble Hill: The Story of a Plantation. By William Warren
Rogers. (Tallahassee: Sentry Press, 1979. xvi, 168 pp. Preface,
maps, illustrations, appendix, bibliography, index. $12.00.)
This is the fourth Thomas County, Georgia, history written
by William Warren Rogers in the past sixteen years. All are good
books, carefully researched; each was sponsored by the Thomasville Historical Society. This volume is, literally, the story of the
plantation, “the enduring land.” It gives the added dimension of
land transaction details to the descriptions of plantation life included in the first two books.
Though not among the grand Thomasville plantations, Pebble
Hill is apparently the surviving forerunner of them all. Its
founder, Thomas Jefferson Johnson, purchased its first acres in
1825. Johnson, as a member of the Georgia legislature, introduced
the measure creating Thomas County, and to him is attributed
the naming of the county and the town. The parts played by
subsequent owners, the related Mitchells and the later Hanna
family, are accurately and interestingly described.
The author’s command of the material, his fine sense of
organization and a meticulous handling of details characterize
this book. In fact, portions of the book, especially those which
trace land transactions, are more suitable for inclusion in an
appendix for reference rather than in the text.
This reviewer has only one real quarrel with the content
of this exemplary local history. The trail connecting St. Augustine with the missions across Florida to San Luis (Tallahassee)
and beyond was the Apalachee Trail. It did not curve northward
into Georgia; there were other trails which traversed southwest
Georgia. Further, the Spaniards did not refer to any trail as the
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“Spanish Trail.” “Camino Real,” meaning Royal Way, was the
designation of any trail on which the Crown expended money,
much the same concept as a federal highway is today. Though
these comments refer to one short paragraph (p. 3) only, they
are made to emphasize the need for historians to be aware of
geography. Too, this same misunderstanding of the Apalachee
Trail appears in volume one in this series as well (Ante Bellum
Thomas County, p. 2).
The format of the book is a credit to the Sentry Press which
specializes in local history. The luxury of a good index justifies
forgiveness for any small sins. This volume (and its companions)
exemplify the best in the writing of basic local history which, all
too often, suffers from a surplus of emotion and a paucity of
research. The Thomasville Historical Society has shown good
judgment in the sponsorship of Dr. Rogers and his studies.
Jacksonville, Florida

D ENA S NODGRASS

The Idea of the American South, 1920-1941. By Michael O’Brien.
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1979. xvii, 273
pp. Acknowledgments, introduction, notes, bibliographical
note, index. $16.00.)
When I first saw the title of this volume, my initial reaction
was: oh no, not another book on the South’s identity. Surely we
do not need another book on the South in view of the works of
people like Phillips, Cash, Woodward, Zinn, Tindall, Gaston,
Vandiver, Potter, Ashmore, and Simkins who have tried to distill
the essence of that distinct region. But this is not just another
book, this is a special addition which will take its place along
with the best of the works devoted to the nature of the South.
Michael O’Brien has chosen to get inside the South by comparing and contrasting the sociological vision of Howard Odum
in Chapel Hill with the Southern Agrarians at Vanderbilt. Much
has been written about Odum, but the brief chapters in this
volume tell as much, and are as perceptive, as any writing on
Odum this reviewer has seen. Likewise, the Southern Agrarians
have been the focus of a dozen major works, but none has said
so much in so short a space as does this volume. Limiting him-
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self to John Wade (whom he considers not really one of the
Agrarians), John Ransom, Allen Tate, Frank Owsley, and Donald
Davidson, the author has chosen to highlight those factors in the
backgrounds of each writer which help the reader understand
the philosophical position each takes in I'll Take My Stand. Moreover, the chapters on each Agrarian are not mutually exclusive,
but rather overlap and dovetail in wonderfully intricate ways as
O’Brien writes of the relationships of the men as well as their
ideas. This is done so skillfully that the chapters are not biographical sketches in the usual sense of the word; rather they are
essays on the group with the focus on one of the individuals for
any given chapter.
The author has mined numerous sources in order to bring
understanding to these men individually and collectively, and he
has used the sources for his purposes exquisitely. Most of the
written sources for this volume have been around for a long time
and have been seen by many researchers, but O’Brien has viewed
the documents in a new light and with new perspective. Quotes
from letter exchanges reveal nuances of relationships and ideas
not noted before. A number of personal interviews with the principals or their close relatives shed additional light and add just
the right touch to a sparkling volume.
The heart of this volume is bookended with a well-written
introduction, which pays the required bow to those who have
written in this area previously, and an interpretive conclusion
which is less O’Brien’s views than his reaction to the views of
Odum and the Agrarians. He concludes: “No man’s South was
the same as another’s. Thus, ironically, a community was in
fact created, for men could talk about different things while
imagining that they discussed the same entity. Thus, for those
who made the effort of self-awareness, the center could hold.”
New Mexico State University
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Black Drink: A Native American Tea. Edited by Charles M.
Hudson. (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1979. 175
pp. Preface, introduction, maps, illustrations, selected bibliography, the contributors, index. $11.00.)
The coffee break has become part of the daily routine of
countless Americans, but it had not always been that way. Because
so much has been written about the Boston Tea Party, the public
generally recognizes that tea rather than coffee was the common
non-alcoholic stimulant during the colonial era. Less well-known
is that long before the founding of St. Augustine tea was the
common beverage of the aborigines. Their tea, scientifically
classified by whites as ilex vomitoria, and popularly known as the
black drink, as its name implies, was considered a purgative. Yet
in fact it was no more a purgative than Oriental tea, and, though
whites called the aboriginal tea the “black drink,” Indians themselves knew it as the “white drink,” identifying it with purity.
Specialists have recognized the importance of black drink
among the Indians, and in 1971 a session of the American Society
of Ethnohistory was devoted to this topic. This book is an outgrowth of that session, and Charles M. Hudson has carefully
edited the papers and supplied a useful introduction. Shiu Ying
Hu, a botanist at Harvard University, discusses how ilex vomitoria (yaupon) flourishes in marginal sandy soils and surmises
that this species of holly was introduced into the South from
more tropical regions. William L. Merrill of the University of
Michigan’s anthropology department surveys the consumption of
black drink among the southern Indians and points out that ilex
vomitoria’s natural range along the Gulf and Atlantic coasts
from Texas through the Carolinas approximated the region in
which Indians used the black drink. Where it did not grow
naturally or was not transplanted, the aborigines acquired its
parched leaves through trade. Archaeologist Jerald T. Milanich
of the Florida State Museum analyzes the extent of black drinks
use by pre-contact Indians. He contends that its ritual consumption in engraved shell drinking cups, typically made from the
lightning whelk, apparently was as much a feature of the Southeastern Ceremonial Complex as the impressive temple mounds.
Charles H. Fairbanks of the University of Florida’s anthropology
department considers the role of black drink among the Creeks.
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Occupying large portions of present-day Georgia and Alabama,
in colonial times this confederacy included not only those speaking Creek proper but also refugees from the Atlantic and Gulf
coasts, and more information is available about black drink
among the Creeks than other groups. According to Fairbanks, the
principal function of this beverage in formal rituals and in
common use was to cement friendship and promote social intercourse. Both Fairbanks and William C. Sturtevant, the latter from
the Smithsonian Institution, speculate why contemporary
Southerners rely on coffee, Coca Cola, and chocolate for their
caffeine, whereas in the colonial era so many drank yaupon tea,
even exporting it to Britain and France. For whatever causes,
and the reasons are not clear, yaupon tea, unlike maté, its near
relative in South America, was not permanently adopted by
significant numbers of whites.
One can find yaupon holly as an ornamental shrub in northern and central Florida, but not in the extreme south, and apparently the black drink is not consumed by contemporary
Seminoles in the Everglades. Nevertheless, in diverse and sometimes unsuspecting ways, its heritage persists. The black drink
singer, asi yahola (Osceola), an officiant at the black drink
ritual, migrated into Florida from the Upper Creek country before his death in the Second Seminole War. His name and descendants still survive. One cannot buy yaupon tea like grits in
a supermarket, but it is available. I have just spilled some from
my cup on the typescript of this review.
Florida State University
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BOOK NOTES
Will McLean is a talented and creative musician, poet, singer,
and folklorist. He specializes in the unique stories and myths
that make Florida so special. His latest book, ‘Cross the Shadows
of My Face, is dedicated to the memory of three Seminole chiefsOsceola, Billie Bowlegs, and Josie Billie-and “for Florida’s
precious air, water, sand, and wildlife.” His book tells about the
animals, trees, and the people of Florida, including an old man
and a boy who travel across north Florida living off the land.
There is also the poem, “Ballad of Will McLean,” by Jack
Turner which has been set to music by Mr. McLean and Paul
Champion. ‘Cross the Shadows of My Face sells for $5.00. Order
from Fifth Terrace Design, 115 N.W. 5th Terrace, Gainesville,
Florida 32601.
About half the residents of Cassadaga, a small community between Daytona Beach and Orlando, are spiritualists. They believe
that life continues after death, that spirits communicate with
the living, and that they can make contact with these spirits.
Cassadaga was first established in 1894, and it has become the
major center for spiritualists in the South. The author of this
study, Robert Harold, grew up near the community, and has
spent many months researching its history, and interviewing the
spiritualists. They give readings, including one for Mr. Harold
in 1978, which he describes. Published by Banyon Books of
Miami, Cassadaga sells for $4.95.
The Illustrated History of Florida Paper Money, by Daniel
G. Cassidy, catalogs every known example of printed Florida
paper money ever issued. It also reproduces many hitherto unpublished photographs, several from the Harley L. Freeman
Collection. The first known paper money in Florida was issued
in Pensacola in the eighteenth century. Gregor MacGregor
printed scrip in Fernandina in 1817, when he briefly occupied
Amelia Island. Treasury notes were circulated during the Territorial Period, and bank notes from other states appeared in
Florida during these years, including those issued by John G.
[112]
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Winters Bank of Saint Marys, Georgia. During the Civil War,
quantities of paper money were issued in Florida, as elsewhere in
the South, and two additional issues were prepared after 1865.
Cassidy has divided his book into chapters on Colonial Pensacola, Amelia Island, Territory of Florida, State of Florida, and
Florida Towns. The last includes information on banking and
currency activities in seventy-two communities. A map showing
the Florida cities and towns where paper money was issued, and a
bibliography help make this an important volume, not only for
numismatists, but for Florida historians in general. Order from
the author, Box 2688, Jacksonville, Florida 32203. The hardbound edition sells for $22.00, the paperback, $18.00.
A revised and updated edition of The Sea Shell Islands, A
History of Sanibel and Captiva, by Elinore M. Dormer, has been
published. The earliest inhabitants of this area off the lower
Gulf Coast of Florida lived approximately 10,000 years ago. Early
Spanish explorers saw the islands, but did not describe them in
detail. It was Bernard Romans who first wrote of Sanibel in 1769.
Among the many things Mrs. Dormer describes in her book are
the excavations of Frank H. Cushing in the 1890s, and some of
the celebrities who visited the islands, including Theodore
Roosevelt, who first came in 1914. Illustrations in The Sea Shell
Islands are by Ann Winterbotham. The book sells for $10.00,
and it may be ordered from the author, 1083 Bird Lane, Sanibel,
Florida 33957.
The 1979 issue of El Escribano, volume 16, published by the
St. Augustine Historical Society, contains six articles: “Florida in
the Late First Spanish Period: The 1756 Griñán Report,” by
Michael C. Scardaville and Jesús María Belmonte; “The Model
Land Tract: The Development of a Residential Neighborhood,”
by H. H. Stackhouse; “James Calvert Smith: Historian With a
Paint Brush,” by Carleton I. Calkin; “Luciano de Herrera and
Spanish Espionage in British St. Augustine,” by Light T.
Cummins; “Decorative Arts at the Ximenez-Fatio House:
Furnishing Used to Interpret the Past,” by Robert W. Harper,
III; and “The DeBrahm Medals: An Eccentric Geographer Remembers His Grandchildren,” by Charles S. Coomes. Copies of
El Escribano sell for $3.00, and may be ordered from the
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Society’s office, 271 Charlotte Street, St. Augustine, Florida 32084.
Mark E. Fretwell serves as editor of El Escribano.
Largo, Florida, Then ‘til . . . began as a community Bicentennial project. Historical data was gathered from clubs,
schools, organizations, and individuals, and these efforts resulted
in the publication of this volume. Among the many pictures is
one showing the first bus in Pinellas County which was made
by welding two jitneys together. There are also photographs of
buildings, athletic events, beauty contests, school children, and
churches illustrating the text material. Descendants of some of
the early families-Taylor, McMullen, Kilgore, Belcher, Johnson,
Dieffenwierth, Blitch, and Ulmer-live in the area, and their
stories are included. Order from the Chamber of Commerce, Box
326, Largo, Florida 33540. The price is $16.50.
Lawton L. Barnett has spent most of his life in the Suwannee
River valley, fishing and enjoying the wildlife and natural
beauty of the area. During some of these trips on the river, 19211922, his grandfather told him stories of the earlier days. These
tales and memories provide the basis for Fifty Years Down The
Suwannee River. The book sells for $5.95, and is distributed by
Florida Book Store, 1614 West University Avenue (Box 1407),
Gainesville, Florida 32604.
A Historical View of Fort Pierce and the Indian River Environmental Community was written by Lucille Rights for the
teachers and elementary students in her county. There is information on the Spanish and Indians, the early settlers, and the
impact that the Seminole Wars had on the area. The photographs
are from the collections of the Saint Lucie Historical Society
and the Saint Lucie County Historical Museum. This publication could well serve as a model for other Florida counties and
communities in encouraging interest of school children in Florida
History. The book was published by the Saint Lucie County
School Board of Fort Pierce.
Automobile racing first began at Ormond Beach in 1902 as a
pastime for wealthy winter visitors. The race that year was
between Ransome Olds and Alexander Winton, both legendary
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automobile manufacturing pioneers. The contest ended in a tie,
but Olds in his “Pirate” and Winton in the “Bullet” had clocked
an impressive fifty-seven miles per hour. Over the years, automobile racing has become an international sport, but the Daytona-Ormond Beach area continues to dominate much of its
activity, drawing thousands of spectators to its annual events.
Daytona U.S.A., by William Neely, is the history of racing in
this area from 1902 to the present day NASCAR Super Speedways. The volume includes a forward by Bill France, Sr., and a
number of photographs. It sells for $24.95, and may be ordered
from Aztex Corporation, Tucson, Arizona 85703.
In September 1977 volunteers of the Junior League of
Orlando-Winter Park began a historic sites survey of the city
of Winter Park, a community which first began in 1881, and
which was incorporated six years later. Several of the early buildings in Winter Park, including one structure dating to 1882, are
still standing, and are still being used for the purposes for which
they were constructed. The Junior League volunteers have produced Historic Winter Park, A Driving Tour. It lists forty sites,
including hotels, private residences, churches, and stores. Order
this guide from St. Paul Building, Suite 286, 1080 Woodcock
Road, Orlando, Florida 32803; the price is $2.00.
The Man Who Rode Sharks was written by William R. Royal,
together with Robert F. Burgess, and was published by Dodd
Meade and Company, New York. Colonel Royal has spent many
years diving in shark-infested waters, and he worked as a shark
catcher for Cape Hayes Marine Laboratory in Florida. About
one-half of the book describes Colonel Royal’s exploration of
Florida sinkholes. These exceptional, and sometimes very
dangerous activities, resulted in the discovery of the archeological
remains of humans, dating back 10,000 years ago, in Warm
Mineral Springs and Little Salt Springs. The book, which includes a foreword by Eugenie Clark, the renowned scientist, sells
for $8.95.
Bulletin 22 of the Southeastern Archeological Conference
(proceedings of the 1978 annual meeting) contains thirty articles
and more than 100 figures dealing with archeological topics in
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Florida, Georgia, Alabama, and other southeastern states. It
may be ordered for $12.00 from J. T. Milanich, SCAC Editor,
Florida State Museum, Gainesville, Florida 32611.
Central Florida has become one of the world’s major tourist
meccas, and millions annually visit its attractions including
Disney World, Sea World, Circus World, Cypress Gardens, Busch
Gardens, Silver Springs, Kennedy Space Center, and St. Augustine.
Tourist Capital Of The World (Central Florida), by C. Martin
Powers, is a useful guide to this area of Florida. It provides information on the attractions, special annual events, and data
useful for senior citizens, golfers, campers, and fishermen. There
is also information on hotels and restaurants. Published by Outstanding Publishing Company, Box 4510, Winter Park, Florida
33793, the book sells for $5.00.
The Biosphere Program is an inter-governmental effort to
focus research, public education, and technical training in helping solve environmental problems. In 1971, an International Coordinating Council was established by UNESCO, and the following year the United States Department of State created a committee to designate biosphere reserves in the United States and
its territories. The Everglades National Park- a subtropical
forest, mangrove, and swamp marshland-was designated as one
of these reserves. Man And The Biosphere, by Paul G. Risser
and Kathy D. Cornellson, list all of the American reserves, and
describes the activities of Man and the Biosphere Program
(MAB). Published by the University of Oklahoma Press, Norman, Oklahoma, the book sells for $6.95.
Ancestors and Descendants of Matthew A. B. Howard,
Georgia-Florida, 1793-1978, With Allied Families, compiled by
Norma Slater Woodward, provides historical and genealogical
data valuable to members of the Howard family and their relatives, but also to researchers in the history of north Florida
counties. Order from the author, Route 2, Box 739, Lake Butler,
Florida 32054; the price is $17.10, including postage.
Over the years many men and women who were born in
North Carolina, or who had a close association with that state,
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have also played important roles in Florida history. John
Branch was governor of North Carolina and United States
Senator before he became governor of Florida in 1843. Robert
Bullock, originally from Pitt County, North Carolina, moved to
Florida in 1844, settling in Marion County. After service in
the Civil War, he returned to Ocala to practice law and to become a judge of the Fifth Judicial District. Members of the
Brevard, Blount, and other prominent Florida families trace
their roots back to North Carolina. Dictionary of North Carolina
Biography, Volume 1, A-C, edited by William S. Powell, lists
these North Carolina-born Floridians. The publication is a major
biographical accomplishment. The first volume contains more
than 700 entries, and provides political, cultural, social, and
military data important to southern and American history. This
volume, and the subsequent ones, are being published by the
University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill. This volume
sells for $45.00.
Danville, Virginia, was the last capitol of the Confederacy.
The final cabinet meeting of the doomed government was held
in the Southerland House, now the Danville Museum of Fine
Arts and History. When news arrived on April 10, 1865, of Lee’s
surrender, Davis and members of his cabinet left by train, moving
slowly southward through the Carolinas into Georgia. Eventually
the train arrived at Waldo, Florida. Davis was no longer aboard,
but his baggage and the tiny remnants of the Confederate
treasury were taken off and hidden, but later fell into Federal
hands. The Last Capital is by John H. Brubaker, III, and it
was published by the Danville Museum of Fine Arts and History.
The price is $7.80.
Service Records of Confederate Enlisted Marines is by Ralph
W. Donnelly, who earlier published Biographical Sketches of the
Commissioned Officers of the Confederate State Marine Corps
and The History of the Confederate States Marine Corps. Service
Records contains the military records of over 1,200 Confederate
marines, including two blacks. Those with Florida connections
include Jacob S. Scholls, who first enlisted in Pensacola in 1844,
and who served in the Mexican War before joining up again
during the Civil War, his son, James Lawrence Scholls, was also
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in the Marine Corps, and is listed in his service records as a
musician. James’s wife lived in Pensacola. This reference work
may be ordered from the author, 93 Market Street, Washington,
North Carolina 27889; the price is $6.95.
The University Presses of Florida have republished in paperback two of its best selling Florida histories. Frontier Eden, The
Literary Career of Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, is by Gordon E.
Bigelow, and it sells for $4.50. Pelts, Plumes & Hides, White
Traders Among The Seminole Indians, 1870-1930, is by Harry
A. Kersey, Jr., and the price is $5.95.
The University of Georgia Press has also reprinted several
of its important books in its Brown B. Thrasher paperback
series. They include On The Plantation, A Story Of A Georgia
Boy’s Adventures During The War by Joel Chandler Harris,
with a foreword by Erskin Caldwell ($4.95); The Alexander
Letters, 1787-1900, edited by Marion Alexander Boggs, with a
foreword by Richard Barksdale Harwell ($5.95); and Suwannee
River, Strange Green Land by Cecile Hulse Matschat, foreword
by Pat Watters ($5.95).
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